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PAUL’S GOSPEL IS MORE THAN “FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST ALONE” 

An Understanding of the Gospel in 1 Corinthians 15 and Response to Jeremy Myers  

 

JONATHAN D. PERREAULT 

 

THE CENTRAL PAULINE GOSPEL PASSAGE 

 

Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which 

also you stand, (1 Corinthians 15:1) 

 

     1 Corinthians 15 is a central passage defining Paul‟s “gospel” (1 Cor. 15:1).
1
  Even Jeremy 

Myers admits that “this passage seems to explicitly define what the gospel is.”
2
  To understand 

the Gospel in 1 Corinthians 15, a knowledge of the epistle is important.   

 

THE PAULINE GOSPEL IN JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION 

 

by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in 

vain. (1 Corinthians 15:2) 

 

     Myers and the Grace Evangelical Society (GES) teach that Paul‟s Gospel is only 

sanctification truth for Christians, not justification truth for non-Christians.  Myers affirms: 

 

So if the gospel Paul is about to define is a message for believers, to prepare them for the Bema, then this 

passage is not about the essential elements that must be believed in order to receive everlasting life.  

Rather, it contains essential discipleship truths which effect our sanctification.3 

 

Such a bifurcated understanding of the Gospel as only sanctification truth for Christians is not 

accurate.  Myers fails to understand that while the Gospel is sanctification truth for believers, it is 

also justification truth for unbelievers.  In 1 Corinthians 15, the apostle Paul makes it clear that 

the Corinthian Christians are to “hold fast” (1 Cor. 15:2) to the same Gospel message they 

initially “received” (1 Cor. 15:1) and “believed” (1 Cor. 15:2, 11) for justification (1 Cor. 15:3-5, 

17-18, 22, cf. 1 Cor. 4:15). 

     Throughout his first epistle to the Corinthians the apostle Paul repeatedly assures these carnal 

Christians of their justification (1 Cor. 1:2, 8, 4:14-15, 6:11, 12:13, 11:32-33, 15:1, 2, 11, 17, 50, 

52, 58), even in spite of their obvious lack of ongoing spiritual growth and practical 

sanctification (1 Cor. 1:10ff, 3:1ff,  4:7, 18, 5:1ff, 6:1ff, 11:17ff, 11:30, 15:12ff, etc).  Though 

the Corinthians‟ justification was never in doubt (1 Cor. 6:11, 15:1, 50-52, 58, etc.), their 
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2
 Jeremy D. Myers, “The Gospel Is More Than „Faith Alone In Christ Alone,‟” Journal of the Grace Evangelical 

Society 19 (Autumn 2006): 47. 
3
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ongoing practical sanctification (1 Cor. 15:2a, literally “being saved”) was jeopardized due to 

their denial of the resurrection in general (1 Cor. 15:12) - and by extension their denial of the 

resurrection of Christ in particular (1 Cor. 15:13, 16), which is a key tenet of the Gospel (1 Cor. 

15:4).  The Corinthian Christians were not “holding fast” (1 Cor. 15:2) to what they had initially 

“believed” (1 Cor. 15:2) for justification (1 Cor. 4:14-15).
4
  The words “hold fast” in 1 

Corinthians 15:2 speak of steadfastness in the Christian faith and refer to the spiritual growth and 

sanctification of Christian “brethren” (cf. 1 Cor. 15:58).  Paul can, of course, wonder if some (1 

Cor. 15:12) of these Corinthian Christians had "believed in vain" (1 Cor. 15:2), but this refers to 

a lack of spiritual growth in the Christian life.  Paul's statement "unless you believed in vain" (1 

Cor. 15:2) signifies the Christian‟s possible life of unfruitfulness just like Paul speaks of in 1 

Corinthians 15:10 (cf. 1 Cor. 3:14-15, 9:27, 11:30 "sleep" here is a metaphor for physical death, 

i.e. the sin unto physical death). This highlights the fact that the Gospel not only justifies non-

Christians (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:17-23; Eph. 1:13; 2 Thess. 1:8-9, etc.), but also sanctifies 

Christians (Rom. 1:15, 16:25; 1 Cor. 9:23-27, 15:2; 2 Cor. 9:13, 11:1-4; Gal. 1:6, 3:1-9ff; Phil. 

1:1-6, 25-28; Col. 1:22-23).
5
  

 

JUSTIFICATION BY GRACE ALONE THROUGH FAITH ALONE  

IN CHRIST ALONE ACCORDING TO PAUL‟S GOSPEL IN 1 CORINTHIANS 15 

 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Corinthians 15:3-5) 

 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more 

abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.  Therefore, whether it was I or 

they, so we preach and so you believed. (1 Corinthians 15:10-11, NKJV, cf. 1 Corinthians 15:1, 2) 

 

 

     Myers and the Grace Evangelical Society (GES) have redefined the traditional meaning of 1 

Corinthians 15:1-11 to support their new definition of “the gospel,” which they argue is simply 

good news that sanctifies Christians but not a message that justifies non-Christians.  Myers 

argues:  

                                                             
4
 Concerning 1 Corinthians 4:14-15 Henry writes: “They were made Christians by his ministry. . . . He first brought 

them off from Pagan idolatry to the faith of the gospel and the worship of the true and living God.  He was the 

instrument of their new birth, and therefore claimed the relation of a father to them, and felt the bowels of a father 

toward them.”  Matthew Henry, Henry’s Exposition, 6 Vols. (Philadelphia: Towar & Hogan, 1828), 6:415.  Of 

course, the new birth is of God (Jn. 1:13, Titus 3:5), but it is “through the living and abiding word of God” (1 Pt. 
1:23) proclaimed through human preachers (Rom. 10:14-15; 1 Cor. 1:21, 15:1; 1 Pt. 1:23-25)!  Thus, Paul was 

indeed instrumental in the Corinthians‟ new birth (1 Cor. 4:14-15).  
5
 To clarify the distinction between 1 Corinthians 15:2 and 15:12, note the following truths: 1 Corinthians 15:2 

speaks of the Corinthian Christians‟ practical sanctification (deals with being fruitful vs. unfruitful).  1 Corinthians 

15:12ff speaks of the contrary doctrines‟ patently false implications (deals with being forgiven vs. unforgiven). 
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There is nothing in 1 Cor 15:1-11 that eliminates obedience as a condition of the salvation in v 2!  Some, 

recognizing that God does not give everlasting life to people who are trusting in their own good works to 

get to heaven, in an attempt to narrow the door go outside of 1 Corinthians 15.  They may add something 

about justification by faith alone in Christ alone.  They must do so because that fundamental truth is not 

mentioned here!6   

 

     Myers statements are falsified in light of the corruptness of man (1 Cor. 15:3), the clear 

meaning of the term “believed” (episteusate, 1 Cor. 15:2, 11), the completeness of Christ‟s work 

(1 Cor. 15:3-5), the consequences of belief (1 Cor. 15:3-5), and the character of “grace” (charis, 

1 Cor. 15:10-11):   

 

1. The Corruptness of Man 

 

     In 1 Corinthians 15:3 the apostle Paul sets forth the corruptness of man and speaks of man‟s 

complete sinfulness.  Paul declares that “Christ died for our sins”.  This statement obviously sets 

forth human sinfulness.  The corruptness of man highlights the fact that justification can only be 

by God‟s undeserved favor. 

 

2. The Clear Meaning of Belief: 

 

     There is general agreement among orthodox scholars as to the meaning of the term believe 

(pisteuō).  Indeed, the meaning of the term is clear, not concealed.  In his Greek-English lexicon 

Walter Bauer affirms:  

 

believe (in), trust of relig. belief in a special sense, as faith in the Divinity that lays special emphasis on 

trust in his power and his nearness to help, in addition to being convinced that he exists and that his 

revelations or disclosures are true.
7
   

 

In the New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, Colin Brown gives this 

understanding of “believe” (pisteuō): 

 

The trusting acceptance and recognition of what God has done and promised in [Christ].8 

 

Likewise, Vine writes:  

 

                                                             
6
 Ibid., 48. 

7
 Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1979), 661, bold added. 
8
 Colin Brown, New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, 4 Vols. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan 

Publishing House, 1986), 1:588. 
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pisteuō . . . “to believe,” also “to be persuaded of,” and hence, “to place confidence in, to trust,” signifies, 

in this sense of the word, reliance upon, not mere credence.9 

 

Lewis Sperry Chafer, quoting the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia affirms the 

following concerning faith: 

 

In conclusion, without trespassing on the ground of other articles, we call the reader‟s attention, for his 

Scriptural studies, to the central place of faith in Christianity, and its significance.  As being, in its true 

idea, a reliance as simple as possible upon the word, power, love, of Another . . . In its nature, not by any 

mere arbitrary arrangement, it is his one possible receptive attitude, that in which he brings nothing, 

so that he may receive all.
10

 

 

     By definition belief is consistent with “grace” (1 Cor. 15:10-11), it relies upon another, it 

trusts something as true, it eliminates obedience, it excludes good works, it narrows the door.  

Those in Corinth who "believed" (1 Cor. 15:2, 11) Paul's Gospel message did not trust in their 

own good deeds, for as sinners they had none (1 Cor. 15:3).  Instead, they "believed" Christ's 

completed work for (huper) them (1 Cor. 15:3-5)!  At this point someone may ask: “What if a 

person believed Christ's completed work but also trusted in their own good works?" The answer 

is of course that the person didn't really believe his own sinfulness or trust Christ’s completed 

work for him.  That individual did not fulfill the condition set forth by the apostle Paul in 1 

Corinthians 15 because he never actually “believed” Paul‟s message!   

      

3. The Completeness of Christ’s Work: 

 

     The completeness of Christ‟s work is evidenced in His substitutionary death, sure burial, 

subsequent resurrection, and sign resurrection appearances (1 Cor. 15:3b-5).  Christ‟s payment is 

unconditional: “[He] died for our sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3). Christ‟s death is 

undeniable: “He was buried” (1 Cor. 15:4a).  Christ‟s sacrifice is acceptable: “He was raised on 

the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:4).  Christ‟s resurrection from the grave is 

physical: “He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve” (1 Cor. 15:5).  Christ has fully paid the 

sinner‟s penalty.     

 

4. The Consequences of Belief 

                                                             
9 W. E. Vine, Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1996), 61. 
10 Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology, 8 Vols. (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1976), 8:147-148, bold 

added. 
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     The apostle Paul declares that the Corinthians had previously “received” (1 Cor. 15:1) and 

“believed” (1 Cor. 15:2, 11) his Gospel message highlighting Christ‟s substitutionary death, sure 

burial, subsequent resurrection, and sign resurrection appearances (1 Cor. 15:3b-5).  In the 

context of 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, the consequences or results of such belief are seen to be 

forgiveness of sins as opposed to judgment for sins (1 Cor. 15:3), and life as opposed to death (1 

Cor. 15:3-5).  

 

5. The Character of Grace 

 

     The Good News of complete forgiveness and eternal life is seen to be by God‟s grace (1 Cor. 

15:10-11).  Paul‟s life was by the grace of God (1 Cor. 15:10).  Paul‟s preaching and message 

centered on the grace of God (1 Cor. 15:10-11).  Furthermore, “by the grace of God” the 

Corinthians “believed” (1 Cor. 15:10-11)!   

     Contrary to Myers‟ assertions, there is much in 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 to evidence the 

fundamental truth of justification by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ (His person and 

work) alone.  Unfortunately, Myers‟ reductionist soteriology, redefinition of the Gospel, 

redefinition of belief, and bifurcation of the person and work of Christ do not allow him to 

consistently affirm these simple Scriptural truths. 

 

THE PAULINE GOSPEL EXPLAINED 

 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Corinthians 15:3-5) 

 

     In 1 Corinthians 15:3b Paul begins to describe the Gospel he initially preached (1 Cor. 15:1) 

and “delivered” (1 Cor. 15:3) to those in Corinth, a message which these Corinthians had 

previously “received” (1 Cor. 15:1) and “believed” (1 Cor. 15:2, 11; cf. Acts 18:8) – a message 

through which these Corinthians had been spiritually “begotten” (egennesa, 1 Cor. 4:15, NKJV).  

This Gospel message involves: 

A. A Specific Person: This person is “Christ” (1 Cor. 15:3).   

 

     As a faithful ambassador of the gospel (1 Tim. 1:12), the apostle Paul preached nothing less 

than “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24) including the deity of the risen Savior as the 

“Christ” (Rom. 1:4, 1 Cor. 15:3, etc.).  It is significant that the apostle Paul uses Jesus‟ divine 
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title as a name when he writes: “that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures . . .” (1 

Cor. 15:3). 

      
 

B. A Specific Work: “that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 

buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve” (1 Cor. 15:3b-5).   

 

     This statement highlights both the humanity and deity of Christ.  Concerning the humanity of 

Christ, He died for (huper) our sins, was buried, and appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  

Paul explains that Christ‟s death was a substitutionary death.  S. Lewis Johnson asserts: “The 

preposition for (Gr., hyper, which modern grammarians now recognize may denote substitution) 

suggests his death in our stead.”
11

  Christ died “for, in behalf of, for the sake of” our sins.
12

  

“Christ died “in place of, instead of” mankind.
13

  Christ died “for, in behalf of mankind, the 

world”.
14

  Christ‟s burial verifies the reality of His death and emphasizes that a physical body 

was laid in the tomb.  Christ‟s resurrection appearances also bear witness to His humanity by 

depicting the physical aspect of His resurrection body (a corporeal body that could be touched, 

eat food, etc.).  Concerning the deity of Christ, Paul uses the divine title as a name (1 Cor. 

15:3b), and testifies to Christ‟s resurrection on the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Cor. 

15:4, cf. Rom. 1:4). 

     The Gospel message delivered “as of first importance” (1 Cor. 15:3) and set forth in 1 

Corinthians 15:3b-5 highlighting Christ‟s substitutionary death, sure burial, subsequent 

resurrection, and sign resurrection appearances was the constant theme of Paul as well as all the 

apostles (1 Cor. 15:11). 

 

C. A Specific Accomplishment: “Christ died for our sins” (1 Cor. 15:3a).   

 

     This statement speaks of the unique sinlessness of Christ.
15

  Christ did not die for His own 

sins for He had none, but “for our sins” (1 Cor. 15:3a)!  Furthermore, this statement speaks of the 

sufficiency of Christ’s work.  Paul‟s statement here lacks conditions and is left unqualified, 

meaning that Christ did not simply die for some sins; He died for all our sins!   

 

D. A Specific Response: The unsaved Corinthians had initially “received” (1 Cor. 15:1) and 

“believed” (1 Cor. 15:2, 11) Paul‟s Gospel message. 

                                                             
11

 S. Lewis Johnson, Jr., The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, 1 Corinthians (Chicago: Moody Press, 1962), 1255. 
12

 Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1979), 838. 
13

 Ibid. 
14

 Ibid. 
15

 Cf. W. Harold Mare, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 1 Corinthians (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1976), 

10:282. 
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E. A Specific Result: No penalty to pay and no death to dread because “Christ died for our 

sins” (1 Cor. 15:3)!  

     Contrary to Myers assertion that “1 Corinthians 15 . . . is not a [sic] explanation of what a 

person must believe in order to receive everlasting life”
16

, instead of dying or perishing for 

personal sins (1 Cor. 15:3, 17, 18), those who believe “the Gospel” (1 Cor. 15:1) receive 

forgiveness of “sins” as opposed to judgment for sins (1 Cor. 15:3, 17-18) and eternal “life” as 

opposed to death (1 Cor. 15:3, 19, 22, cf. 1 Cor. 4:15, 15:12-58).  This is consistent with the 

risen Savior‟s words to Saul/ Paul in Acts 26:16-18: 

“But arise, and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a 

witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; 

delivering you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes 

so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they 

may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been [positionally] 

sanctified by faith in Me.” (Acts 26:16-18, bold added, cf. Acts 20:24; Gal. 1:11-12; 1 Pt. 1:3-4) 

     This is the Gospel message of the apostle Paul clearly set forth in 1 Corinthians 15.  

Concerning it, Myers writes: “Paul‟s explanation of the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15 is probably 

more controversial than any other gospel-related passage in the NT.”
17

  Ironically, by redefining 

the Gospel according to a new reductionist soteriology, Jeremy Myers and the Grace Evangelical 

Society have fueled much of this recent controversy by redefining the “obvious meaning”
18

 of 

the passage!   

      

 

                                                             
16

 Jeremy D. Myers, “The Gospel Is More Than „Faith Alone In Christ Alone,‟” Journal of the Grace Evangelical 

Society 19 (Autumn 2006): 49. 
17

 Ibid., 47. 
18

 Fred Lybrand, “FGA Executive Counsel‟s Official Statement,” (March 10, 2008), 

http://indefenseofthegospel.blogspot.com/2008/03/fga-executive-counsels-official.html, under “comments”, 

(accessed April 27, 2008). 
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